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Property Address:   Land on western edge of Kirkbymoorside Ref:17/01449/MREM  

Date of inspection:  None required. 

Appraisal: Critique of submitted landscaping proposals:  

The submitted proposals have been guided by the previously approved landscaping master plan which 

proposed substantial buffers along the western and north western boundaries of the site. 

Principal differences between proposals and the master plan. 

Whilst it is probably acceptable that part of the buffer zones would be taken up by useable open space 

the scheme does differ slightly along the western boundary where a footpath has been included to 

the west of the stand alone thirteen dwellings located within the open space area where the proposed 

woodland boundary planting stops and has been replaced by a line of five native species trees at 10m 

centres. These trees are to be planted as very large specimens with a stem girth of 20-25cm and 4.5 -

6m in height within a new section of native hedgerow. In addition along this boundary, between the 

footpath and the new dwelling’s boundary, three trees of similar dimensions and six trees of 10-12cm 

stem girth are to be planted within a 4-5m wide native shrub mix. 

The species to be planted in the boundary woodland mix are – 

Field maple, birch, hazel, hawthorn, holly, oak, blackthorn wild rose, rowan and lime with oak, lime 

and field maple forming 50% of the planting. The latter species will eventually form the climax mix for 

the plantations. 

(The planting schedule describes these as 40-60cm girth @2m centres but I am assuming that this is 

a typing error and should read 40-60cm ‘high’ which is a normal planting height for woodland type 

planting) 

A 4m wide woodland edge of native shrubs is proposed along the inside of the woodland belts. 

Within the open space areas are proposed a number of standard trees planted at various sizes mostly 

as 20-25cm girth specimens. These include English oak, Pin oak (which is relatively fast growing) birch, 

pyrus (flowering pear), bird cherry, hornbeam, beech, tulip tree and snowy mespilus. 

     JK Arboriculture 
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Tree planting within the housing areas 

The housing areas have a high tree provision of varying sizes from 10-12cm girth up to trees of 40-

45cm girth and 6-8m in height along some of the spine roads. The larger trees along the spine roads 

are fastigiated in form (Upright) to ensure that they do not interfere with the highway as they mature. 

A good mix of native and ornamental trees has been provided. 

It should be noted that no tree planting should be within 2m of the highway for adoption purposes. 

Trees to be retained: 

A number of existing trees and hedgerows are to be retained within the development and whilst this 

is to be commended it should be ensured that they are protected during the development phase and 

that appropriate surfacing is proposed where footpaths run close and within their respective root 

protection areas. 

Conclusions: 

Overall the proposed planting appears to be generally in line with the master plan with the exception 

of the section of the boundary area to the west of the thirteen stand alone properties within the open 

space provision on the western side of the site.  

The proposed native trees belts are to be planted are assumed to be planted as 40-60cm high stock 

which will take between 7-10 years before forming an appreciable screen. The current proposal to 

plant a line of extra heavy standards within a new section of hedge along the boundary and a belt of 

native shrubs along the western side of the property boundaries should in my opinion have the same 

screening effect within the same establishment period, i.e. 7-10 years. This planting together with the 

individual trees within the more formal open space should form a substantial buffer between the 

development and the open countryside with time and appropriate aftercare. 

The succession of any scheme is of course dependent upon its aftercare especially when large tree 

stock is to be planted where watering in the first couple of seasons is important if the trees are to 

establish healthily. To ensure the continued health of the new planting and the existing trees and 

hedges to be retained the following is recommended. 

Recommendations: 

 The submission of a 15 year management plan. 

 The submission of an Arboricultural Method Statement for the protection of existing trees and 

hedges during the development phase and methodologies for their integration within the new 

development proposals in cases where there may be conflict with introduced surfaces. This 

should also include any proposals to prune individual trees. 

 

John Clayton 

JK Arboriculture 


